
Habitat Heroes:  
You Can Prevent the Spread of Invasive Species! 

This means that they are    

native to British Columbia, but their 

survival is at risk and they n�d our help. 

Other animals and plants are invasive species, 

meaning that they were brought here from afar 

and are now spreading and harming wildlife 

and habitats. 

Welcome Friends!  
You’re on a journey to learn 

a� about fish and their 

watery homes. Did you know  

that some species of 

fish are at risk?

March 2026

Did you know?  

The salmon found in some  

regions of B.C. are unique!   

Coho in the Fraser River in the B.C. 

Interior are rare and their  

survival is at risk.  

Join us to learn  

what you can do to be a habitat 

hero! Help protect at-risk species 

and prevent the spread of 

invasive species! 

When I’m 

around, salmon don’t 

grow very big because I 

eat a� their f�d! I also 

love to eat young 

salmon!

species at risk

invasive species

habitat hero

Ye�ow perch



Fishy Friends or Foes Word Search 
Find these native and invasive fish in the puzzle! Circle the native fish in green and the invasive fish in red. 

Words can go in any direction (even diagonally!) and can share letters as they cross over each other. 

Native Fish /
Species at risk 

BURBOT 

BULL TROUT 

CUTTHROAT TROUT 

PACIFIC SALMON 

STEELHEAD 

STICKLEBACK 

SUCKER 

WHITE STURGEON

  Invasive Fish 

ASIAN CARP 

NORTHERN PIKE 

BULLHEAD 

GOLDFISH 

LARGEMOUTH BASS 

SMALLMOUTH BASS 

TENCH 

YELLOW PERCH

Be a Habitat Hero! Use only 

the marked paths and boat ramps when 

going to the water. This helps protect 

where plants and animals live.

Northern pike are 

native to northeastern B.C. but were 

introduced to other parts of the province 

where they are invasive. They can grow to be 

over 130 cm (almost 4.5 f�t) long, making 

them the largest invasive freshwater 

fish in B.C.

 

Native cu�hroat 
trout get their name from a red 

“slash” marking below either side of 

their jaw. Westslope cu�hroat  

trout are a species at risk in southeastern 

B.C. They n�d cold, clean water and 

healthy riverbanks with shade from 

native tr�s and shrubs. 

Wow, 

that’s ta�er 

than me!
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Fish TALES

Be a Habitat Hero!  
You can help stop 

invasive species! Don’t 

use live bait and never 

move live fish to di�erent 

lakes or streams. 

I’m a smallmouth bass and I come from east of the 

Rockies, but I was brought to B.C. because people love 

to fish for me. Now I’m invasive in B.C. and I have a big 

appetite for native wildlife, including frogs, aquatic insects, and 

fish—even young salmon! I eat so much that there isn’t as much 

food for other native fish to eat. I can also spread diseases to 

salmon and other native fish.  

You can tell me apart from my cousin, the largemouth bass, by 

looking at our sides. I have vertical (up and down) stripes and 

largemouth bass have one long stripe that runs  

along their body from their gills to their tail.  

We are the endangered 

stickleback species pair. 

We are only found in a few 

lakes on Texada Island in southern 

B.C. Our o�icial name is a mouthful! 

Vananda Creek benthic and 

limnetic threespine stickleback 

species pair (say that 3 times fast)! 

For short, you can call 

us the Texada Island 

stickleback species 

pair. Species Pair 

means there are two 

of us who are closely 

related, living in 

the same lake but 

we look and behave 

di�erently. There are two 

other known stickleback species pairs 

still living in B.C.

Did you know?  
Sma�mouth ba� numbers can grow 

quickly! Females lay around 10,000 

e�s at once and can spawn more 

than once a season!  

Did you know?  
Two other stickleback species pairs went 

extinct because invasive species were introduced 

to their lakes. Stickleback species pairs went extinct 

in Enos Lake on Vancouver Island after signal crayfish 

were let l�se, and at Hadley Lake on Lasqueti Island 

the rare sticklebacks were a� eaten by invasive 

brown bu�head.   

I’m a  

limnetic stickleback.  

I’m sma�er than the benthics and 

I eat plankton. I swim in a sch�l 

with other limnetics in the  

open water.

I’m a benthic 
stickleback. I hide in the 

aquatic plants in the sha�ow part 

of the lake. I eat insects, snails, 

and worms and I’m larger than 

the limnetics.



Crack the Secret Code!

Drain all water 

from your boat 

and gear 

Scan to play 

a game and 

learn more!

Clean o� all plants, 

animals, and mud from 

your boat and gear 

Leave no trace! 

Pack it in,  

pack it out  

Dry all parts of 

your boat and 

gear completely  

Never let fish or pets 

loose in the wild or  

dump aquariums into 

rivers, streams, 

or lakes! 

Always check the 

fishing regulations and 

guidelines for the area 

you are in

Don’t use live bait! It 

could become an invasive 

species or spread disease 

to native fish 

Never move live fish 

from one waterbody 

to another 

Use boat ramps, 

designated trails, 

and docks to protect 

sensitive habitats 

Use a field guide or  

iNaturalist.ca to identify what 

you catch – and report any 

invasive species you find!

SOLUTION: I’M A HABITAT HERO

A B C D E F G H I J K L M

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

BCINVASIVES.CA

’

!

Use the alphabet key to uncover 

the secret me�age. The me�ages 

around the pu�le are clues. 

What wi� ha�en when you  

take these actions?


