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INVASIVE

• Despite my name, I am native to Europe and Asia. I 

was one of the first weeds introduced by settlers in 
the 1600s.

• My flowers are small and my stem is smooth, but 
watch out! My leaves have spikes that protect me 

from herbivores.

• My plants grow thick, crowding out grasses and 

reducing crop production.

Canada thistle
Cirsium arvense


