
This Grow Me Instead Snapshot 

profiles 28 of BC’s most unwanted 

horticultural plants, along with 
their recommended alternatives.

1-888-933-3722
PHONE  250-305-1003    EMAIL  info@bcinvasives.ca

#72 – 7th Avenue South, Williams Lake, BC  V2G 4N5

  BCINVASIVES.CA/PLANTWISE

Grow Me Instead is a key component of the  
PlantWise program, supporting gardeners and  
industry to reduce the distribution of invasive plants. 

This brochure provides a snapshot of invasive  
plants and suggested alternatives. For more 
detailed information, visit bcinvasives.ca/PlantWise.

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE HORTICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

B
C

L
N

A

Common Periwinkle
(Vinca minor)

Bunchberry
(Cornus canadensis, C. suecica,  

C. unalaschkensis)
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Grow Me Instead

Purple Deadnettle
(Lamium purpureum)

J.
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th Wild Ginger 

(Asarum caudatum)

Bunchberry  
(Cornus canadensis, 
C. suecica, C. 
unalaschkensis)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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Salt Cedar/ Tamarisk
(Tamarix chinensis, T. ramosissima)

Yellow Flag Iris
(Iris pseudacorus)
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Lewis’s 
Mock Orange 
(Philadelphus lewisii)

Oregon Iris
(Iris tenax)

Birchleaf Spirea
(Spiraea betulifolia 
subsp. lucida) 

Virginia Iris
(Iris virginica)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE INVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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Toadflax
(Linaria vulgaris, L. genistifolia 

subsp. dalmatica)

Yellow Floating Heart
(Nymphoides peltata)
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Daylily 
(Hemerocallis spp. 
and hybrids)

Yellow Pond-Lily
(Nuphar lutea subsp. 
polysepala)

Canada 
Goldenrod 
(Solidago canadensis)

Marsh Marigold
(Caltha palustris)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE INVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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Grow Me Instead

Tree of Heaven
(Ailanthus altissima)
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s Smooth Sumac 
(Rhus glabra)

Golden Raintree 
(Koelreuteria 
paniculata)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE

Grow Me Instead

Waterlilies—European 
and Fragrant
(Nymphaea alba, N. odorata)
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Yellow Pond-Lily  
(Nuphar lutea subsp. polysepala)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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Yellow Archangel
(Lamiastrum galeobdolon)
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(Oxalis oregana) 

Bunchberry 
(Cornus canadensis)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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Purple Loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria)
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Native Lupines 
(Lupinus nootkatensis, 
L. polyphyllus)

Hardhack
(Spirea douglasii)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE

D.
H

an
na

M
.H

ar
te

Grow Me Instead

Russian Olive
(Elaeaganus angustifolia)

N
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ra
nk Pacific Ninebark 

(Physocarpus 

capitatus)

Scouler’s Willow
(Salix scouleriana)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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Smallflower Touch-Me-Not
(Impatiens parviflora)
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Avens
(Geum coccineum)

Paintbrush
(Castilleja spp.)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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Spurges—Leafy, Myrtle, 
and Cypress (Euphorbia esula, 

E. myrsinites, E. cyparissias)
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Non-Invasive 
Spurges—Cushion, 
Martin’s, and Wood 
Spurge (Euphorbia 

polychroma, E. x martinii, E. 

amygdaloides var. robbiae )

Lance-Leaved 
Stonecrop  
(Sedum lanceolatum) 

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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A Snapshot of 28 of BC’s Most ‘Unwanted’ Horticulture Plants Along with Recommended Alternatives 
Please avoid purchasing the invasive plants profiled — many may still be available for sale in nursery and garden centres in BC.

When selecting non-invasive plants for your garden, be sure to look for those that are suitable for your location, including moisture 
requirements, hardiness zone, and avoidance of known bear attractants among other factors. For more species-specific information 
please visit bcinvasives.ca/PlantWise

To find out more about invasive plants in your area, call  
1-888-933-3722 or contact your regional invasive species 
organisation: bcinvasives.ca/about/our-networks
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Goldmoss Stonecrop 
(Sedum acre)

Oxeye Daisy
(Leucanthemum vulgare)

English Holly  

(Ilex aquifolium)

Butterfly Bush
(Buddleja davidii)
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Stonecrop  
(Sedum oreganum)

Cutleaf Daisy
(Erigeron compositus) 

Red Elderberry 
(Sambucus racemosa) 

Red-Flowering 
Currant  
(Ribes sanguineum) 

Angelina 
Stonecrop (Sedum 

rupestre ‘Angelina’)

Arnica 
(Arnica spp.)

Tall Oregon Grape  
(Berberis aquifolium)

Lewis’s Mock 
Orange
(Philadelphus lewisii)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE INVASIVE—DO NOT USEINVASIVE—DO NOT USEINVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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Foxglove 

(Digitalis purpurea)

Mountain Bluet 
(Centaurea montana)

Daphne  

(Daphne laureola)

Blueweed  
(Echium vulgare)
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Monkshood 
(Aconitum napellus)

Wild Bergamot
(Monarda fistulosa)

Evergreen 
Huckleberry 
(Vaccinium ovatum)

Common Harebell 
(Campanula 

rotundifolia) 

Larkspur 
(Delphinium spp. and 
hybrids)

Bluehead Gilia
(Gilia capitata)

Oregon Grape 
(Berberis nervosa)

Large-Leaved 
Lupine (Lupinus 

polyphyllus)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE INVASIVE—DO NOT USEINVASIVE—DO NOT USEINVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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Flowering Rush 
(Butomus umbellatus)

Knotweeds—Japanese, Giant, 

Bohemian, and Himalayan 
(Reynoutria japonica, R. sachalinensis,  

R. x bohemica, Persicaria wallichii)

Common Periwinkle 
(Vinca minor)

Bachelor’s Buttons 

(Centaurea cyanus)
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ce Sedges  
(Carex spp.)

Goat’s Beard 
(Aruncus dioicus)

Kinnickinnick 
(Arctostaphylos 

uva-ursi)

Showy Daisy 
(Erigeron speciosus)

Western Blue Iris 
(Iris missouriensis)

Red-Osier Dogwood
(Cornus stolonifera)

Bunchberry 
(Cornus canadensis, 
C. suecica, C. 
unalaschkensis)

Purple 
Coneflower 
(Echinacea purpurea)
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English Ivy 
(Hedera helix)

Himalayan Balsam
(Impatiens glandulifera)

Common Comfrey 
(Symphytum officinale)

Baby’s Breath
(Gypsophila paniculata)
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Western 
Honeysuckle 
(Lonicera ciliosa)

Red Columbine
(Aquilegia formosa) 

Lamb’s Ear
(Stachys byzantia)

Sea Lavender 
(Limonium latifolium)

Salal  
(Gaultheria shallon)

Pink Turtle
(Chelone lyonii,  

C. oblique)

Blue Anise Sage 
(Salvia guaranitica) 

Hybrid Yarrow 
(Achillea millefolium 

hybrids)

INVASIVE—DO NOT USE INVASIVE—DO NOT USEINVASIVE—DO NOT USEINVASIVE—DO NOT USE
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