
KEY GOALS

 » Provide Indigenous  

communities with the tools  

and resources to manage  

and control invasive species 

on their territories 

 » Prevent the spread of further 

invasive species introduction 
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Indigenous Community 
Toolkit for Managing  
Invasive Species
A PROVINCE-WIDE COLLABORATIVE CALL TO 

ACTION FOR INVASIVE SPECIES PREVENTION 

AND MANAGEMENT

Indigenous communities have collectively called for 

action on invasive species prevention, management 

and control across the area now known as British 

Columbia. There are many reasons for concern 

about invasive species, as they can have potentially 

devastating effects on Indigenous ways of life.

REVISED!

HEALTHY LANDSCAPES AND
COMMUNITIES FREE OF INVASIVE SPECIES
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Section 2: Call to Action

Indigenous communities are calling for invasive species 

management because BC’s ecosystems, and the 

wildlife and people who rely on them, are threatened . 

The health of the environment, or the land, is critical to 

the Indigenous way of life, and invasive species are a 

significant threat.  Indigenous communities are fighting 
back for many reasons, including:

 

STEWARDS OF THE LAND

Animal and plant populations have been historically maintained by Indigenous 

communities and the health of ecosystems is actively supported and 

celebrated . Indigenous people are inherently stewards of the land and continue 

to be leaders in their commitment to and respect of the land . Many Indigenous 

communities closely manage the fish, wildlife and plants within their territories. 
These values have been practiced for centuries and are ingrained in the way of 

life of Indigenous people . In Indigenous communities, interest in the land is not 

confined to the boundaries of the reserve or the parcels of negotiated treaty 
land, covers the entire traditional territory .  Many Indigenous communities have 

shared traditional territory that overlaps with one or more neighbours; these 

are usually prime harvesting sites or spiritual places . This is one reason why 

strong collaboration between all user groups is necessary .  

DEEPLY COMMITTED TO COMMUNITY

Indigenous people have always been committed to each other and to the land 

that sustains them . Not all Indigenous communities function with the same 

governing structure, and it would be impossible to generalize the way in which 

their boundaries are organized .  However, invasive species do not recognize 

boundaries, so collaborative efforts between neighbouring communities are 
critical to preventing the spread . It is this commitment to community and the 

recognition that actions in one community impact other communities (and the 

environment) that are central to the Indigenous way of life . 

HIMALAYAN BALSAM

Himalayan balsam is very invasive 

and spreads quickly along 

watercourses . They out-compete 

late flowering native species 
in BC’s riparian zones, and so 

decrease the diversity of plants 

in these areas and can damage 

ecosystems . Himalayan balsam 

has extremely sweet nectar, 

which may attract pollinators 

away from native plants . 
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Never release your plants and animals 

into the wild or dump aquariums 

or water garden debris into rivers, 

streams, lakes or storm sewers!

Some exotic pets are able to thrive and 

reproduce in their new environment. Once 

established, they can take over their new 

habitat, reducing native populations and 

changing the structure of the ecosystem. 

Even if your aquatic pet is known to be 

native to the local environment, it should 

still never be released, as it may introduce 

diseases or invasive parasites into the 

local ecosystem.
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Section 3: Toolkit Overview, Scope  
& Purpose

The purpose of this toolkit is to provide a resource for 

Indigenous communities and staff in British Columbia 
who would like to be involved in invasive species 

management . 

This toolkit is intended to be useful for Indigenous communities who do not 

yet have an invasive species program, as well as those who would like to 

expand or change their current program and respond to Pest Management 

Plans on their territories .

This toolkit provides information, guidance, and resources, and supports 

linkages that create awareness and support across key agencies . It is also 

meant to enhance invasive species management capabilities amongst 

government agencies, industry, Indigenous, and non-native communities to 

increase and build upon existing expertise and support . 

This toolkit includes information on:

Tools and resources to help manage and control invasive species

Developing or updating invasive species management frameworks and 

policy options for use by Indigenous communities, and for invasive species 

management activities on Indigenous land

Responding to and managing pest management plans received as a referral 

from Provincial and Federal government agencies, industry and non-

Indigenous communities; and

Identifying who has the authority in developing strategic partnership 

agreements between regional invasive species committees, government, 

industry, Indigenous organizations, and communities.
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TANSY RAGWORT

Tansy ragwort is found on 

disturbed sites and bare ground in 

grazed pastures, roadsides, vacant 

non-crop lands, and on forest 

clear-cuts . The plant contains 

alkaloids that are toxic to deer, 

cattle, pigs, horses, and goats . In 

susceptible animals, liver damage 

resulting from tansy ragwort 

ingestion is cumulative . 
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HEALTHY LANDSCAPES AND
COMMUNITIES FREE OF INVASIVE SPECIES
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For more information on the  

Toolkit and training and outreach 

opportunities for Indigenous 

communities, please contact  

the ISCBC.

PHONE 250-305-1003    

EMAIL liaison@bcinvasives.ca 

BCINVASIVES.CA

Across all of the diverse Indigenous 

cultures in BC there is a deep connection 

to stewardship of the land. It is this 

passionate connection that drove the 

creation of the original version of the 

Toolkit in 2011, created to provide 

tools and resources for Indigenous 

communities to manage and control 

invasive species on their land.

The toolkit was updated this year in partnership with 

the Indigenous Invasive Species Network (IISN) and the 

Invasive Species Council of BC (ISCBC), with the financial 
support of the Department of Indigenous Services Canada. 

The IISN is a working group brought together by the ISCBC 

to provide direction and guidance on invasive species 

issues relevant to Indigenous communities and represents 

Indigenous communities from across the province.

The Toolkit explores current legislation, agencies 

involved in invasive species management in BC, and Pest 

Management Plan Referrals. Top priority invasive species 

as identified by the IISN are highlighted throughout the 
document, and key contacts are included for federal, 

provincial and regional invasive species concerns. 

TOOLKIT HIGHLIGHT

One of the highlights of the Toolkit are the Case 

Studies submitted by a number of Indigenous 

communities, to share their challenges and 

successes as they navigate invasive species 

management on their territories. 
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http://bcinvasives.ca

