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Indigenous communities are calling for invasive species
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Never release your plants and animals
into the wild or dump aquariums
or water garden debris into rivers,
streams, lakes or storm sewers!
Some exotic pets are able to thrive and
reproduce in their new environment. Once
established, they can take over their new
habitat, reducing native populations and
changing the structure of the ecosystem.
Even if your aquatic pet is known to be
native to the local environment, it should
still never be released, as it may introduce
diseases or invasive parasites into the
local ecosystem.

L. Scott
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The purpose of this toolkit is to provide a resource for
the Indigenous way of life, and invasive species are a
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significant threat. Indigenous communities are fighting
who would like to be involved in invasive species
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management .
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A PROVINCE-WIDE COLLABORATIVE CALL TO
ACTION FOR INVASIVE SPECIES PREVENTION
AND MANAGEMENT
Indigenous communities have collectively called for
action on invasive species prevention, management
and control across the area now known as British
Columbia. There are many reasons for concern
about invasive species, as they can have potentially
devastating effects on Indigenous ways of life.

HEALTHY LANDSCAPES AND
COMMUNITIES FREE OF INVASIVE SPECIES

HEALTHY LANDSCAPES AND
COMMUNITIES FREE OF INVASIVE SPECIES
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KEY GOALS
»» Provide Indigenous

communities with the tools
and resources to manage
and control invasive species
on their territories

»» Prevent the spread of further

invasive species introduction

The toolkit was updated this year in partnership with
the Indigenous Invasive Species Network (IISN) and the
Invasive Species Council of BC (ISCBC), with the financial
support of the Department of Indigenous Services Canada.
The IISN is a working group brought together by the ISCBC
to provide direction and guidance on invasive species
issues relevant to Indigenous communities and represents
Indigenous communities from across the province.
The Toolkit explores current legislation, agencies
involved in invasive species management in BC, and Pest
Management Plan Referrals. Top priority invasive species
as identified by the IISN are highlighted throughout the
document, and key contacts are included for federal,
provincial and regional invasive species concerns.

Xaxli'p Invasive Plant Training,
Lillooet Invasive Species Society

Across all of the diverse Indigenous
cultures in BC there is a deep connection
to stewardship of the land. It is this
passionate connection that drove the
creation of the original version of the
Toolkit in 2011, created to provide
tools and resources for Indigenous
communities to manage and control
invasive species on their land.

TOOLKIT HIGHLIGHT
One of the highlights of the Toolkit are the Case
Studies submitted by a number of Indigenous
communities, to share their challenges and
successes as they navigate invasive species
management on their territories.

For more information on the
Toolkit and training and outreach
opportunities for Indigenous
communities, please contact
the ISCBC.

BCINVASIVES.CA

Cranbrook, C. Stevens

PHONE 250-305-1003
EMAIL liaison@bcinvasives.ca

