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1. Treatment methods

2. New Herbicide Guidelines for 
Control of Knotweed

3. Some Examples



1. Biological Control

2. Mowing

3. Targeted grazing

4. Digging and Excavating

5. Smothering

6. Other Methods

7. Herbicides



2. Dwarfed Foliar Applications 

 Due to the tall stature of mature knotweed, it is 
sometimes necessary to “dwarf” the plants prior to 
doing foliar applications. To dwarf the knotweed, 
mature stems are cut below the first node and disposed 
of by means that will eliminate the risk of regrowth (ie. 
Must not be allowed to touch soil or water until fully 
desiccated), then the remaining stem stumps will 
regrow at a shorter, stouter stature allowing for 
selective foliar applications to be easily completed. The 
applicator should ensure that there is sufficient leaf 
regrowth before making foliar applications (e.g.: At 
least one meter of vertical growth) 







1. Knotweeds have rhizomatous roots that may 
extend beyond the parent plant by up to 7 meters 
laterally and to a depth of 3 meters or more! 
Therefore a “buffer zone” needs to be established 
when digging out these plants as grubbing and 
chopping can stimulate and further encourage 
root development. 

2. Completely contain any removed soil or plant 
material from knotweed infested areas 



















https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hra/plants/publications/2016_Herbicide
_Summary_for_Control_of_Knotweeds_on_Crown_Lands.pdf











 Clients sometimes have time line requirements 
that are quite challenging.

 Costs with herbicides can be kept quite 
reasonable considering the overall costs of 
projects and consequences of not controlling 
knotweed.

 There are techniques that can be tested to 
improve efficacy. (e.g. walk down).



 It takes multiple treatments over 
several years to remove knotweed.

 Contrary to the above, clearing 
‘deficiencies’ in plans are sometimes 
the emphasis.

 Inappropriate advice can complicate 
matters.



 Knotweeds are hard to kill and you need to 
have high concentrations of herbicides.

 Knotweeds spread fast and must be controlled 
quickly.

 Roundup is the preferred or only herbicide to 
use on knotweed. 



 The literature indicates a range of application rates mostly between a 
dilution rate  of .75 to 3%

 If your delivery rate is 400 liters per hectare then a 2% solution will give 
you an 8 L/ha application rate.  Label rates for knotweed are at 8 to 9 
litres/ha .  With the size and stature of knotweed you need to be careful 
about your delivery rate.  

 Look at the active ingredient content and the label recommendation.

 For spring treatments or treatments integrated with cutting when the 
plants are smaller dilution rates may be 2 or 3%.  For late summer and fall 
treatments when there is a lot more foliage dilution rates may be 2% or 
possibly 1%.  

 A slow kill may mean more translocation to deeper roots

 Stem injection which may be back in the tool kit soon has a delivery rate, 
on the U.S. label, of 5 ml per stem which equates to 16.4 L / ha on 3200 
stems /ha

 In my observations - tolerance displays occur with both over and under 
dosage.





























Milestone – aminopyralid

Garlon – triclopyr

Roundup, Vantage, etc. – glyphosate

Arsenal - imazapyr


