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• Federally registered, 

non-profit initiated in 2008

• Created as a result of the 

first National Invasive 

Species Forum

• Mandate and focus 

established by national 

members

• Governed by a ‘4 chamber’ 

Board: Governments, 

Chapters, 

Industry/Businesses 

and Indigenous 

Organizations 2

Background

2019 Board of Directors and Staff



Board of Directors

Working together to improve coordination among provinces 
and territories across Canada, and beyond borders.
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• Provide a strong national 

voice

• Grow & Strengthen

• Create dialogue

• Collaborate together 

• Delivery of National 

Programs 
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Chapters
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Focus on pathways: 

firewood, horticulture, 

aquatic and terrestrial 

recreation, pet and 

aquarium trade

Linking invasive species 

councils, government 

agencies, indigenous 

and industry & non-

profits together

What We Do
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What We Do

Hosting educational/information 

sharing events 

Improving coordination across 

Canada and beyond borders
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National Taking 
Action Plan (2016)

This plan outlines the main education and 
outreach strategies recommended for invasive 
species prevention and management across 
Canada 

Goals: 

• Canadians adopt new behaviours that 
block targeted pathways spreading 
invasive species

• Creation of consistent messaging and 
branding for all programs

• Community based social marketing is 
the cornerstone

• Identify and engage with key partners 
and stakeholders 

• Website hub is developed 

• 2020 Action Plan, 2020-2025 Strategic 
Plant



Establish a ‘benchmark’ 
of Canadians knowledge 

related to invasive species 
and campaigns
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NATIONAL BASELINE 
SURVEY 2018

Gathered information 
on current ‘behaviours’ 

related to the movement 
of firewood, boating etc.

Goal of survey is to 
inform the development 

of the campaigns moving 
forward 

www.canadainvasives.ca/programs/resources/



90% of firewood users 
indicated that they use 
firewood for campfires, 
bonfires and recreation 
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NATIONAL SURVEY 
RESULTS 2018

Most people report they 
source firewood locally

When camping, 
45% reported they buy 
firewood at campsite 



25% indicate they check 
and remove invasive 

species 
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NATIONAL SURVEY 
RESULTS

Most people don’t check 
and remove due to lack of 

awareness

Education campaigns 
motivate people
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NATIONAL SURVEY 
RESULTS

Increase 

awareness and 

improve attitude –

level of concern 

and willingness to 

take action 

increases

Attitude and 

awareness alone 

still not enough 

People like 

signage, road 

signs, social media 

and workshops

Need to remind 

people often 

and secure 

commitments 



PLAYCLEANGO



Adopted from Minnesota 
in 2016, expanded starting 

2018
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PLAYCLEANGO

Follows behaviour change 
methodology like our other 

campaigns

Work collaboratively 
across Canada to 

encourage recreation 
while protecting the 

outdoors 
PLAYCLEANGO.CA 



# of resources completed 
and updated, including 

graphic standards 
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PLAYCLEANGO

Boot brushes available for 
purchase 

Partners/individuals can 
sign-up via website and 

take the pledge 
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PLAYCLEANGO



Level 2
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PLAYCLEANGO

Supporter  

Level 1
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PLAYCLEANGO
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CURRENT RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE 

• Boot brush sign 

• Factsheet template

• Posters

• Sticker templates

• Boot brushes

• Rack card

• Trail head sign

• Creation of new resources 
through new partners

• Depending on the partner 
level chosen, various 
levels of access 
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PLAYCLEANGO – PARTNER 
SPOTLIGHT

BC PARKS 
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PLAYCLEANGO – PARTNER 
SPOTLIGHT

CENTRAL 
KOOTENAY 

INVASIVE SPECIES 
SOCIETY
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PLAYCLEANGO – PARTNER 
SPOTLIGHT

WATERTON
NATIONAL PARK
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PLAYCLEANGO – PARTNER 
SPOTLIGHT

PARKS 
CANADA



Continue outreach to obtain 
more partners and 

sponsors 
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PLAYCLEANGO – WHAT’S 
NEXT FOR 2020

Expanding resources where 
we can, look into other 

resources like hats, 
giveaways etc. 

PCG Week June 6-13 2020
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BUY LOCAL BURN LOCAL
- current resources 

• Best practices for retailors, 
campground owners ad firewood 
producers 

• Invasive Species in Our Forests 
Activity and Colouring Book

• Invasive Species in Our Forests 
Educators Guide

• Posters

• Decal 

BUYLOCALBURNLOCAL.CA
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CLEAN DRAIN DRY 
- current resources 

• 4 signs

• Decal

• Chamois

• Rack card

• Keychain

• Zebra and quagga mussel fact sheet
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BE PLANT WISE
- current resources 



Expand and strengthen our 
Taking Action Campaigns
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OTHER

2021 North American 
Invasive Species Forum

Grow and strengthen 
collaboration



May 16-23, 2020
https://canadainvasives.ca

/programs/resources/
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NATIONAL INVASIVE 
SPECIES AWARENESS WEEK

Themed days, webinars, 
#NISAW

Toolkit available online, 
along with a # of social 

media graphics

https://canadainvasives.ca/programs/resources/


QUESTIONS?
Kellie Sherman

Coordinator

Canadian Council on Invasive Species

coordinator@canadainvasives.ca

@canadainvasivesCANADAINVASIVES.CA


